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Chapter 01 - Introduction

The ETMEC Community Advisor is a structured digital assessment tool designed to evaluate the readiness
of an Energy Community (EC) across seven key dimensions. It was developed as part of the NRGCOM
project - "Creating Appropriate Operational Conditions for Renewable Energy Communities in the Danube
Region" - co-financed by the Interreg Danube Transnational Programme 2021-2027.

Purpose of This Tool

Energy Communities are a key instrument of the EU's green transition, defined under the Renewable
Energy Directive (RED II, Art. 22) and the Internal Electricity Market Directive (2019/944). This tool provides
a structured, evidence-based readiness score so that municipalities, organisations, and community leaders
can identify strengths, gaps, and priorities before or during the establishment of their EC.

Primary Audience
Municipalities, local authorities, energy agencies, cooperatives, NGOs, and community leaders in the
process of establishing or scaling a Renewable Energy Community.

Geographic Scope
Designed for all 14 Danube Region countries: Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czechia, Germany, Hungary,
Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Moldova, Montenegro, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Ukraine.

Project Context
Developed under NRGCOM (DRP0200163), led by the South Transdanubian Regional Innovation Agency
(STRIA), with 13 partners from 12 countries. Budget: EUR 2.53M. Duration: Jan 2024 - Jun 2026.

Legal Foundation

Assessment criteria are aligned with EU Directive 2018/2001 (RED Il) and Directive 2019/944 on the
Internal Electricity Market, as well as national transpositions across Danube Region countries.

INFO: This document covers every screen, input type, scoring mechanism, and output of the ETMEC
Community Advisor. Read it from start to finish for first-time users, or jump to a specific topic.
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Chapter 02 - Application Overview

The ETMEC Community Advisor runs entirely in your web browser - no installation, no login, no server
required. All data stays on your device until you choose to export it.

Key Features at a Glance

38 Questions: Structured across 8 sections covering every dimension of EC readiness.

Weighted Scoring: Each section carries a different weight reflecting its strategic importance.

3 Live Charts: Radar, bar, and horizontal stacked bar charts generated instantly from your answers.
Readiness Level: Automatic classification: High (>=70%), Medium (40-69%), or Low (<40%).

PDF Export: Formatted assessment report with scores, charts summary, and key responses.

Excel Export: Two-sheet workbook: Summary scores + full answers for further analysis.

Application Structure

1. Welcome Screen: Introduction to the tool, readiness level definitions, and a Start Assessment button.
No data is collected on this screen.

2. Sections 1-8: The Questionnaire: Eight sequential sections of questions. Navigate freely between
sections using the left sidebar. Progress is tracked per section.

3. Results & Final Assessment: Your overall readiness score, section breakdowns, three visualisation charts,
answers summary table, personalised recommendations, funding landscape, legal framework guidance,
and NRGCOM project references.

4. Export: Download results as a branded PDF report or a structured Excel workbook. Copy a plain-text
summary to clipboard.

WARNING: All answers are stored in your browser's memory only and are lost when you close or
refresh the page. Always export your results before closing the application. The tool does not use
cookies, databases, or external servers to store your responses.
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Chapter 03 - Navigation Guide

The interface has three navigation areas: the top bar, the left sidebar, and the bottom footer bar.
Understanding all three lets you move through the questionnaire efficiently.

Top Bar
View Results: Appears after you leave the Welcome screen. Jumps directly to the Results section at any
point - even before all questions are answered.

PDF / Excel buttons: Visible only when the Results section is active. Click to immediately download your
assessment report.

Reset button: Clears all answers and returns to the Welcome screen. A confirmation dialog appears first to
prevent accidental data loss.

ETMEC Logo: Clicking the logo always returns you to the Welcome screen from any position.

Left Sidebar
The sidebar lists all 10 navigable views. Each section shows a coloured progress dot and a live completion
percentage that updates as you answer questions.
Grey dot: Not started - no questions in this section answered yet.
Green glowing dot: Active - the section you are currently viewing.
Solid green dot: Complete - all answerable questions responded to.

% badge: Shows the completion percentage for each section, e.g. "67%". Updates live.

Bottom Footer Bar

Visible on all screens except the Welcome page. Provides sequential navigation.
Back button: Goes to the previous section. Disabled on Section 1.
Centre counter: Shows "X /Y answered" for the current section.

Next button: Advances to the next section. On Section 8 reads "Calculate Results". On Results reads "Back
to Start".

TIP: You do not need to complete the sections in order. Click any section in the sidebar to jump
directly to it. Your answers in other sections are preserved.
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Chapter 04 - Section 1 - General Information
Weight: 8% | 5 questions

Name of municipality / organisation

[Text field] Enter the full official name. Appears in PDF and Excel exports as the report header.
Required field.

Country / Region

[Text field] Enter your country and region, e.g. "Slovakia / Nitra Region”. Used in the exported report
subtitle.

Current stage of the Energy Community

[Stage selection] Initial idea / Planning phase / Pilot implementation / Operational EC

Preferred legal model

[Single choice] Association/NGO / Cooperative / Company structure / Citizen-based partnership /
Other

Existing ECs within 50 km

[Single choice] Yes scores highest as it suggests a supportive regional ecosystem.
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Chapter 05 - Section 2 - Local Conditions & Stakeholders
Weight: 10% | 4 questions

Where is the EC planned?

[Multi-select] Residential area / Industrial zone / Public buildings / Mixed-use area / Other. Score =
selections / 4.

Which local stakeholders are involved?
[Multi-select] Municipality / Schools / SMEs / NGOs / Citizens / Energy experts. Score = selections / 6.

Is there support from local authorities?
[Single choice] Strong support (100%) / Partial support (50%) / No support (0%).

Estimated number of participants
[Single choice] Up to 5 (20%) / 5-20 (60%) / 20-50 (85%) / More than 50 (100%).
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Chapter 06 - Section 3 - Technical Readiness
Weight: 25% | 7 questions

Renewable energy sources available
[Multi-select] Solar PV / Heat pumps / Wind / Biomass / Hydro / Geothermal. Score = selections / 6.

Preferred installation location

[Multi-select] Rooftops / Agricultural land / Industrial areas / Brownfields.

Grid connection capacity
[Single choice] Sufficient (100%) / Limited (50%) / Insufficient (0%) / Unknown (30%)).

Smart meters / digital monitoring
[Single choice] Fully installed (100%) / Partially installed (60%) / Planned (40%) / No (0%).

Energy Management System (EMS)

[Single choice] Yes (100%) / Planned (50%) / No (0%). An EMS optimises energy distribution among
EC members.

Planned renewable energy production

[Text field] Enter estimated daily or annual production, e.g. "500 kWh/day" or "180 MWh/year".
Included in exported report.

Local production vs consumption coverage
[Single choice] Less than 25% (10%) / 25-50% (50%) / 50-100% (85%) / More than 100% (100%).

INFO: Technical Readiness carries 25% weight - the highest of all sections. Without adequate grid
capacity, installed or planned RES, and metering infrastructure, even the best-governed EC cannot
operate. The NRGCOM project identified technical barriers as the most common obstacle to EC
establishment in the Danube Region.
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Chapter 07 - Section 4 - Economic Readiness
Weight: 20% | 5 questions

Expected savings estimated for members?
[Single choice] Yes (100%) / Partially (50%) / No (0%).

Operational costs & energy sharing fees defined?

[Single choice] Yes (100%) / Partially (50%) / No (0%). Clear cost structures are essential for trust and
governance.

Expected funding sources

[Multi-select] Public grants / Municipal budget / Private investment / Bank loans / Community
funding. Score = selections / 5.

Sustainable business model in place?
[Single choice] Yes (100%) / In preparation (50%) / No (0%).

Expected annual economic performance

[Single choice] Less than EUR 100k (40%) / EUR 100-300k (70%) / More than EUR 300k (100%) /
Unknown (10%).
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Chapter 08 - Section 5 - Management & Operations
Weight: 15% | 5 questions

Most important management aspects

[Multi-select (max 3)] Software support / Easy implementation / Fast decision-making / Innovation
support / Low operating costs / External consulting / Clear methodology / Rapid problem solving.

Is the EC management strategy clearly communicated?
[Single choice] Yes (100%) / Partially (50%) / No (0%).

Are measurable indicators (KPls) used?

[Single choice] Yes (100%) / Partially (50%) / No (0%). KPIs enable evidence-based performance
tracking.

Cooperation with major consumers / energy partners?
[Single choice] Yes (100%) / Partially (50%) / No (0%).

Are innovative solutions implemented on time and within budget?
[Single choice] Usually yes (100%) / Sometimes (50%) / Rarely (0%).

TIP: The "management aspects” question uses a hard limit of 3 selections. If you attempt to check a
fourth option, a toast notification appears: "Select up to 3 options only". This is by design, to force
prioritisation of management focus areas.
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Chapter 09 - Section 6 - Legal & Institutional Readiness
Weight: 12% | 4 questions

Legal entity prepared to operate the EC?

[Single choice] Yes (100%) / In preparation (50%) / No (0%). Required to enter contracts, receive
grants, and operate as an EC under national law.

Project coordinator or energy manager appointed?

[Single choice] Yes (100%) / Planned (50%) / No (0%). A dedicated coordinator is a strong predictor
of project success.

Legal or administrative barriers identified?

[Single choice] Yes (70%) / Partially (50%) / No (100%). Note: "No barriers" scores highest because
absence of barriers is the best scenario.

Main barriers

[Multi-select] Grid connection / Financing / Legislation / Administrative procedures / Lack of
expertise / Stakeholder coordination.
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Chapter 10 - Section 7 - Community & Social Impact
Weight: 10% | 3 questions

Citizens actively informed or involved?

[Single choice] Actively involved (100%) / Information campaign planned (60%) / Limited involvement
(30%) / No involvement yet (0%).

Expected benefits

[Multi-select] Lower energy costs / Energy independence / Environmental protection / Social
inclusion / Local economic development / Increased resilience. Score = selections / 6.

Social innovation activities included?

[Single choice] Yes (100%) / Partially (50%) / No (0%). Strengthens the EC's community mandate and
eligibility for certain EU funds.
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Chapter 11 - Section 8 - Final Self-Assessment
Weight: 0% (qualitative) | 4 questions

Overall readiness level (self-assessment)

[Single choice] Low / Medium / High. Compare against the calculated score in the results.

Main challenges

[Free text] Describe the key obstacles your EC faces. Appears in the PDF export and is a key input for
the expert consultant recommendation.

Main support needed

[Multi-select] Technical support / Legal support / Financial support / Organisational support /
Training and education.

Recommended next steps

[Free text] Describe the concrete actions you plan to take. Appears in the PDF report as your action
plan.
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Chapter 12 - Scoring Methodology

The scoring system translates your answers into a single overall readiness percentage using a weighted
average of seven section scores. Section 8 is qualitative and does not affect the numeric score.

Section Weights

General Info: 8% - Foundational identity - important but not directly predictive of success

Local Conditions: 10% - Location context and stakeholder base shape the EC's operating environment
Technical Readiness: 25% - Highest weight - without technical infrastructure an EC cannot function
Economic Readiness: 20%

Financial viability determines long-term sustainability

Management & Ops: 15% - Good management is a key differentiator between successful and failed ECs
Legal & Institutional: 12% - Legal structure is prerequisite but can be established relatively quickly
Community & Social: 10%

Social mandate defines the EC's public value and community trust
Final Assessment: 0% - Qualitative only - enriches the report but does not affect the score

How Individual Question Scores Are Calculated

Radio buttons (single choice): Each answer option is mapped to a score between 0.0 and 1.0. For example,
"Strong support" = 100%, "Partial support" = 50%, "No support” = 0%.

Checkboxes (multi-select): Score = number of items selected / the maximum possible selections. For
example, 4 out of 6 RES types selected = 4/6 = 67%.

Text inputs: Score 0% if left blank, baseline score of 60% if filled in. Text primarily enriches the exported
report.

Section score: Average of all question scores in that section. Unanswered questions contribute 0 to the
average but still count in the denominator.

Overall Score Formula

Overall Score = (S1x 0.08) + (S2 x 0.10) + (S3 x 0.25) + (S4 x 0.20) + (S5 x 0.15) + (S6 x 0.12) + (S7 x 0.10)
Divided by total weight (1.00) x 100 = percentage (0-100%)

Readiness Level Thresholds

HIGH (70-100%): Well-prepared for implementation. Proceed with formal registration. Pursue EU and
national funding. Scale operations.

MEDIUM (40-69%): Partially ready. Focus on the lowest-scoring sections. Seek expert support. Develop
missing components.

LOW (0-39%): Substantial preparation required. Consult NRGCOM experts. Address legal and technical
prerequisites first.
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Chapter 13 - Reading Your Results
The Results & Final Assessment page is generated automatically from your answers. It contains six distinct
content areas.

1. Overall Readiness Banner
Shows your total score as a percentage, the readiness level label (High / Medium / Low), your organisation
name and country, and a one-sentence interpretation. Banner colour changes: green for High, amber for
Medium, red for Low.

2. Section Score Cards
Seven cards - one per scored section - each showing the section icon, percentage score, a coloured mini
bar, and a HIGH/MEDIUM/LOW badge. Cards are colour-coded independently.

3. Answers Summary Table

A complete table listing every question and the response you gave. This is the main reference table in the

exported PDF and Excel workbook. Unanswered questions show "-".

4. Section-by-Section Recommendations
For each of the 7 scored sections, a personalised recommendation card explains what the score means
and what to do next. Cards are colour-coded green (High), amber (Medium), or red (Low).

5. Final Assessment Content

A comprehensive reference section covering: legal forms for ECs, NRGCOM assessment narrative, EU and
Danube Region funding landscape with live links, 10 key success factors for green energy producers, and
13 verified references.

6. Export Panel
Three export options: PDF Report, Excel Workbook, and Copy Summary.
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Chapter 14 - Charts & Visualisations

Three charts are generated automatically using Chart.js when you open the Results page. They render
from your actual answers - no static images.
Radar Chart - Section Radar

Shows all 7 section scores on a hexagonal radar. A compact, balanced shape indicates uniform readiness.
Spikes and dips reveal your strengths and weaknesses at a glance. Each point is colour-coded by its
readiness level.

Bar Chart - Score by Section
A vertical bar chart with one bar per section, colour-coded green/amber/red. The y-axis runs 0-100%. Use
this to quickly compare section performance.

Horizontal Stacked Bar - Readiness Profile

A wide horizontal chart showing each section as a row. Each bar is split into two parts: the coloured
portion (your score) and a grey portion (the gap to 100%). Ideal for spotting which sections have the most
room for improvement.

TIP: Charts re-render every time you open the Results page. If you go back and change answers,
return to Results and the charts will update automatically.
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Chapter 15 - Exporting to PDF

The PDF export produces a formatted, print-ready report named ETMEC-Community-Advisor-
[OrgName].pdf. It uses the jsPDF library and runs entirely in your browser - no file is sent to any server.

How to Export to PDF
1. Navigate to the Results & Final Assessment page via the sidebar or the footer "Calculate Results"
button.

2. Click "Download PDF Report" - this button appears in the Export Results card at the bottom of the
Results page, and also in the top bar when Results is active.

3. Your browser downloads the file automatically. Check your Downloads folder.

PDF Contents
Page 1 - Header & Overall Score: Dark green header with organisation name, date, and a coloured overall
score banner.

Section Scores with Progress Bars: Each of the 7 sections listed with its name, score percentage, readiness
level label, and a colour-coded horizontal progress bar.

Key Responses Table: EC stage, legal model, authority support, grid capacity, smart meters, business
model, legal entity, citizen involvement, challenges, and next steps.

Auto page breaks: The report automatically adds new pages if content exceeds the A4 page height.

WARNING: The Organisation Name field (Section 1) is used as the PDF filename and in the report
header. If left blank, the file will be named ETMEC-Community-Advisor-Energy-Community.pdf
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Chapter 16 - Exporting to Excel
The Excel export produces a two-sheet .xIsx workbook named ETMEC-Community-Advisor-
[OrgName].xlsx, suitable for further analysis, archiving, or integration into project reporting systems.

On the Results page, click "Export to Excel" in the Export Results card, or click "Excel" in the top bar. The
file downloads immediately.

Workbook Structure

Sheet 1 - Summary: Report title, date, organisation name, country. One row per section: Section name,
Score %, Readiness level, Weight %. Final row: OVERALL SCORE.

Sheet 2 - Answers: Two columns (Question | Answer) covering every question from all 8 sections. Multi-
select answers shown as comma-separated list. Unanswered questions shown as blank.
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Chapter 17 - Copy Summary
A quick way to share your assessment results without a file download. Copies a plain-text summary to
your clipboard that you can paste into emails, documents, or project management tools.

Click "Copy Summary" on the Export Results card. A toast notification confirms: "Summary copied to
clipboard!"

The copied text includes: organisation name, date, overall score, and all 7 section scores with their
readiness level labels.
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Chapter 18 - Resetting the Form
The Reset function clears all answers and returns the application to its initial Welcome screen state. Use
this when starting a new assessment for a different organisation or EC project.

How to Reset

1. Export your current results first. Reset permanently erases all answers.
2. Click the "Reset" button in the top bar. A browser confirmation dialog appears.

3. Click OK to confirm. All answers are cleared and the application navigates to the Welcome screen.

WARNING - NO UNDO: There is no undo function. Once you confirm the reset, all answers are
permanently deleted from the browser memory. Always export your results before resetting.
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Chapter 19 - Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Can | save my progress and come back later?

A: Not automatically. The tool stores answers in browser memory only. If you close or refresh the
browser tab, all answers are lost. To save progress, export to Excel mid-session and keep the
workbook as a reference for re-entering answers in a future session.

Q: Do | need to answer all questions to get a score?

A: No. The score is calculated from whatever has been answered. Unanswered questions contribute 0
to that section's average, which will reduce your score. For the most accurate result, answer as many
guestions as possible.

Q: Why does the Legal section score lower when | say "Yes, barriers are identified"?

A: Having no barriers is the best possible situation (100%). Having identified barriers is still good
(70%) because awareness precedes resolution. Having only partial awareness (50%) scores lower. The
system rewards awareness of obstacles.

Q: Can | use this tool for an EC that is already operational?

A: Yes. Select "Operational EC" in Section 1. The assessment will then serve as a gap analysis of your
current EC against best-practice benchmarks, helping you identify areas for improvement and scaling.

Q: Why is Technical Readiness weighted 25%?

A: Technical infrastructure is the single most critical prerequisite for an EC. The NRGCOM project
found that technical barriers (grid capacity, metering, RES availability) are the most common reason
EC projects stall.

Q: The PDF looks different from what | see on screen - why?

A: The PDF is generated programmatically using text only (not a screenshot of the page). It is
intentionally simplified for print and document management. Charts are described through score bars
rather than the graphical charts shown on screen.

Q: Can | translate the tool into my language?

A: The current version is in English. If you need the tool in one of the 12 NRGCOM partner country
languages, please contact the NRGCOM project team via interreg-danube.eu/projects/nrgcom

Q: Who should I contact for expert help with my EC?

A: The NRGCOM project maintains a directory of certified consultants in all 12 partner countries.
Access it at the bottom of the Results page under "Find an Expert in Your Country".
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Q: Is the tool accessible on mobile devices?

A: Yes. The tool is responsive and works on smartphones and tablets. On mobile, the left sidebar is
hidden; use the footer navigation arrows to move between sections.

Q: Can | complete the assessment for multiple EC projects?

A: Yes, but one at a time. Complete the assessment for your first project, export the results, then click
Reset and begin a new assessment. Each exported file will have a unique name based on the
organisation name you entered.
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Chapter 20 - Score Reference Table

Complete reference of how every radio-button answer is scored. Multi-select questions score as
(selections / maximum options).

Legal model Association / NGO 100%
Legal model Cooperative 100%
Legal model Citizen-based partnership 90%
Legal model Company structure 80%
Legal model Other 50%
Nearby ECs within 50 km Yes 100%
Nearby ECs within 50 km No 50%
Nearby ECs within 50 km Unknown 30%
Authority support Strong support 100%
Authority support Partial support 50%
Authority support No support 0%
Participants estimate More than 50 100%
Participants estimate 20-50 85%
Participants estimate 5-20 60%
Participants estimate Upto5 20%
Grid capacity Sufficient 100%
Grid capacity Limited 50%
Grid capacity Unknown 30%
Grid capacity Insufficient 0%
Smart meters Fully installed 100%
Smart meters Partially installed 60%
Smart meters Planned 40%
Smart meters No 0%
Energy Management System Yes 100%
Energy Management System Planned 50%
Energy Management System No 0%
Production vs consumption More than 100% 100%
Production vs consumption 50-100% 85%
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Production vs consumption

Production vs consumption

Savings estimated
Savings estimated

Savings estimated

Operational costs defined
Operational costs defined

Operational costs defined

Business model

Business model

Business model

Annual revenue estimate
Annual revenue estimate
Annual revenue estimate
Annual revenue estimate
Legal entity

Legal entity

Legal entity

Coordinator appointed
Coordinator appointed
Coordinator appointed
Barriers identified
Barriers identified
Barriers identified
Citizen involvement
Citizen involvement
Citizen involvement
Citizen involvement
Social innovation

Social innovation

Social innovation
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25-50%

Less than 25%

Yes

Partially

No

Yes

Partially

No

Yes

In preparation

No

More than EUR 300k
EUR 100-300k

Less than EUR 100k
Unknown

Yes

In preparation

No

Yes

Planned

No

No (none exist)

Yes (identified)
Partially

Actively involved
Campaign planned
Limited involvement
No involvement yet
Yes

Partially

No

50%
10%
100%
50%
0%
100%
50%
0%
100%
50%
0%
100%
70%
40%
10%
100%
50%
0%
100%
50%
0%
100%
70%
50%
100%
60%
30%
0%
100%
50%
0%
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Chapter 21 - Useful Links & Resources

All external resources referenced in the ETMEC Community Advisor tool, verified as of June 2026.

NRGCOM Project

NRGCOM Official Project Page
https://interreg-danube.eu/projects/nrgcom
Interreg Danube Region Programme - DRP0200163 - 2024-2026
NRGCOM - Danube Strategy Flagship
https://danube-region.eu/nrgcom/
EU Strategy for the Danube Region - Flagship Project
NRGCOM - DDRIU Partner Profile
https://www.ddriu.hu/en/nrgcom/
Full partner list, budget breakdown, and project objectives
Expert Consultant Directory
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1gS8r1_Xg1-TVCtclePNWOIdJQ8DWiGhK/edit

Find a certified EC consultant in your country

Interreg Programmes

Interreg Danube Region Programme (main site): https://interreg-danube.eu/
Interreg Danube - How to Apply: https://interreg-danube.eu/how-to-apply
Interreg Europe Programme: https://www.interreg-europe.eu/

Interreg Central Europe Programme: https://www.interreg-central.eu/

EU Funding & Support

European City Facility (EUCF) - EUR 60k grants for municipalities: https://www.eucityfacility.eu/
REScoop.eu - European Federation of Citizen Energy Cooperatives: https://www.rescoop.eu/

European Investment Bank - Energy Sector: https://www.eib.org/en/projects/sectors/energy/index.htm
Horizon Europe - Research & Innovation Funding: https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/

LIFE Programme - Environment & Climate Action: https://www.lifeprogramme.eu/

EU Innovation Fund - Low-Carbon Technologies: https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/innovation-
fund_en

EU Legal Framework

Renewable Energy Directive (RED Il) - EU 2018/2001 - Art. 22: RECs: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018L2001

Internal Electricity Market Directive - EU 2019/944 - Art. 16: CECs: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019L0944

Interreg Danube DRP - Climate-ADAPT Programme Profile: https://climate-
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adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission/funding/opportunities/interreg-danube-transnational-programme

NOTE: This manual covers software version 1.0. The ETMEC Community Advisor is developed under
the NRGCOM project (Jan 2024 - Jun 2026). For questions or to report issues, contact the project
team via interreg-danube.eu/projects/nrgcom

ETMEC - Community Advisor | User Manual v1.0 | Co-financed by the European Union | Interreg Danube
Transnational Programme

NRGCOM Project DRP0200163 | interreg-danube.eu/projects/nrgcom
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ETMEC

Project implementation date: 01/2024-06/2026

Project implementation date 5th period: 01/2026-06/2026
Kontakt/Contact::  wwwv.nekesk, info@nek.sk,

projekty.nek@gmail.com,  tel.; +421 910961 141
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