
Covenant of Mayors                
for Climate and Energy



…brings together local and regional authorities
voluntarily committed to implementing EU climate and
energy objectives on their territory.

The Covenant of Mayors for 
Climate & Energy



A unique bottom-up movement launched by the
European Commission in 2008

Shared vision of decarbonised and resilient cities
where citizens have access to secure, sustainable
and affordable energy

Now counts over 6,600 signatories

The Covenant of Mayors for 
Climate & Energy



New signatories now pledge to:

Reduce CO2 emissions by at least 40% by 2030

Adopt an integrated approach to tackling mitigation
and adaptation to climate change

Translate political commitment into local results by
developing local action plans and reporting on their
progress

The new objectives and 
framework



The Covenant Community

Local

Regional

National

European/global
- Associated Partners
European federations of companies, 
NGOs, international networks

- Supporters
Networks of local authorities, associations

- Academia

- National Coordinators
National Energy Agencies

- Covenant of Mayors Clubs

- Territorial Coordinators
Regions, Provinces, Local & Regional 
Energy Agencies

- Signatories
villages, towns, cities, counties



A multi-level governance model



6,600+ signatory cities, 

250 regions, provinces & grassroots 
associations,

28 Associated Partners

4,500+ Action Plans developed

... average CO2-emission 

reduction of about 28%
(by 2020)

The Covenant of Mayors in key 
figures



58 Signatory Cities as of April 2016 

49 SEAPs submitted

15 Benchmarks of Excellence

6 Local and Regional 
Energy Agencies

2 Covenant supporters

2 Covenant Coordinators

The Covenant of Mayors in 
Romania – Key Figures



• Analysis of EU Commission’ Joint Research Centre in 
April 2016

• 122 monitoring reports of signatories, including Alba Iulia 
and Bistrita, evaluated

23% reduction of GHG emissions already achieved 

14% reduction of final energy consumption
Share of RES in final energy consumption increased from 

3% to 14%
Local renewable energy production increased by  300%

Covenant signatories are on 
track to deliver



Specific methodological materials:

Supporting signatories

Action Plan 
Guidebook

Action Plan template
& instructions

Thematic leaflets



Covenant Capacity-Sharing Corner:

Discussion Forums – Exchange With Your
Peers

Resource Library – Search, Add and Rate
Resources

Supporting signatories



Capacity-building events:

Webinars
Workshops
Finance working groups

Supporting signatories



Funding instruments

Supporting signatories



Helpdesk

General helpdesk
Country-specific helpdesks - Italy, Spain, 

Germany & Austria
Technical heldpesk

Supporting signatories
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The Covenant of Mayors on the 
ground: Examples of local actions
Stakeholder engagement for energy
efficient schools in Osona, Spain (1/2)

The Desendolla’t project encourages efficient energy
management in schools through ICT technology and
education and aims at:

Decreasing/eliminating passive electric consumption
during the days off.

Optimizing active electrical consumption during working
days.

Optimizing the management of central heating systems.



The Covenant of Mayors on the 
ground: Examples of local actions
Stakeholder engagement for energy
efficient schools in Osona, Spain (2/2)

Key figures:

Project duration: 2 years (2012-2014)
27 schools involved
26% savings in electricity consumption
19% savings in heating
€280 000 savings in energy costs



Managing heavy rains and stormwater
in Copenhagen, Denmark (1/2)

Copenhagen has experienced four major rainfall events
in the past six years

Primary challenge in light of climate change is more and
heavier downpours in the future

Copenhagen Climate Adaptation Plan > Cloudburst
Management Plan

The Covenant of Mayors on the 
ground: Examples of local actions



Managing heavy rains and stormwater
in Copenhagen, Denmark (2/2)

Cloudburst Management Plan aims to reduce the impacts
of pluvial flooding due to heavy rains

Expanding the sewer network and around 300 surface
projects focussing on water retention and drainage

Total employment of more than 13,000 full-time
equivalents with ca. €214 mio in tax revenues can be
created in the construction phase

The Covenant of Mayors on the 
ground: Examples of local actions



Thank you!
www.eumayors.eu

David Donnerer, Covenant of Mayors Office
david.donnerer@eumayors.eu

Endorsing moment in the hemicycle of the European Parliament, 
2015 Covenant of Mayors Ceremony
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